
Registration: We welcome new parishioners, winter visitors and visiting friends to our parish. New members are encouraged to visit the IHM office to complete a 
registration form. We encourage you  to use your envelope even if your donation is a modest one; this helps us to know that you are an active parishioner.

Most Rev. Peter Baldacchino, J.C.L.
Rev. Alejandro Reyes Cardenas
Rev. Emmanuel Ezenneh
Deacon Ed Fierro
Deacon Ruben Gutierrez

Saturday Vigil/Vigilia los Sabados: 5:30 p.m. (English)
Sunday/Domingo: 7:30a.m., 11:00a.m. (English)
  9:00a.m. (Español)

Rector:
Bishop:

Vicar:
Deacons:

WEEKENDS / FINES DE LA SEMANA

WEEKDAYS / DÍAS DE LA SEMANA

SCHEDULE OF LITURGIES / MISAS

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Baptisms:	 Call	office	for	information
Confessions in Church: Mon., Wed. & Fri.: 7:30am-8am; Sat.: 4pm-5pm
                 Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00am-8:15am
   OR ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT WITH ONE OF THE PRIESTS
Anointing of the Sick: Upon Request
Marriage:	 Call	Parish	Office	for	Preparation	at	least	6	months 
	 in	advance	and	before	setting	a	firm	date.
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Mon. to Sat.: 8:15 a.m. (English)
Tuesday:	 6:00	p.m.	(Español)
Thursday:	 6:00	p.m.	Holy	Hour	(Español)
Friday: 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (English)



RECENT 
EVENTS

Closing of our 40 days of life  
and blessings of the palm for  
Palm Sunday 24, 2024.

WHO WILL JOIN OUR PARISH THIS EASTER?
Those who will enter through the sacraments into 
our Catholic faith at the Easter Vigil are thankful to 
all those who were present for the masses for the 
past few Sundays during the scrutinies and to the 
community as a whole for your prayers.  Please 
continue to pray for our elect and candidates as 
they enter their final week of preparation for the 

sacraments of initiation.
Christina Maria Castaneda Mathew Robert Bowman Mary Susan H. Williams

Sophia Elise Reyes Placido Esteban Morales Zaylynn Isabel MoralesSamuel Antonio Morales Jesus Alfredo Morales Manuel Alejandro Morales



From the Del

Este es el día que el Señor ha hecho;  
Regocijémonos y alegrémonos.  

Sal	118:1-2,	16-17,	22-23

“This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad.”

(Psalms	118:1-2,	16-17,	22-23)

¡El Señor ha resucitado, Aleluya! ¡La muerte no tiene poder! 
Cantemos con el salmista la grandeza del Señor: “Dad gracias 
al Señor, porque es bueno, porque su misericordia es eterna. 
No moriré, sino que viviré, y contaré las obras de Jehová”. El 
aleluya es una de las canciones más alegres que tiene el poder 
de recordarnos que a pesar de nuestros muchos sufrimientos hay 
esperanza, hay salvación, hay un gran Dios que ha derrotado a 
Satanás y a la muerte.

Feliz Pascua queridos hermanos y hermanas, este último año ha 
sido un año difícil durante y después de la pandemia contempla-
mos la partida de nuestros seres queridos, ahora hemos visto el 
veneno (venenoso) de la muerte y las injusticias que afectan a 
los más vulnerables, a los indefensos e inocentes, ¡no nos desan-
imemos! Dios, nuestro Dios, no es indiferente a nuestros su-
frimientos y pruebas, más que nunca, está cerca de nosotros.  
La muerte no es la última palabra.

Los invito como a los discípulos y a María Magdalena a ser tes-
tigos de la resurrección, que es lo que necesita nuestra sociedad, 
esto es lo que necesita nuestra comunidad; testigos que, como 
los apóstoles, la Madre Cabrini y muchos otros santos han sido 
para nosotros. Sin embargo, el llamado es urgente, como María 
necesitamos correr, como Pedro necesitamos salir, como el otro 
discípulo necesitamos correr más rápido y llevar la buena nueva 
a los que esperan en el Señor. Además, necesitamos ver y creer 
en pocas palabras y experimentar el poder de la resurrección en 
nuestras vidas. ¿Cómo puedes ser testigo de algo o alguien que no 
has visto y cómo puedes ser testigo si no creemos?

En el Evangelio de este domingo contemplamos a María Mag-
dalena yendo al sepulcro temprano en la mañana. Según algunos 
teólogos,	nadie	amó	tanto	a	Jesús	como	María	Magdalena.	Había	
hecho algo por ella que nadie más podría hacer y que ella nunca 
olvidaría. La tradición siempre ha dicho que María era una peca-
dora	escarlata,	a	quien	Jesús	reclamó,	perdonó	y	purificó.	María	
había pecado mucho, y amaba mucho; Y el amor era todo lo que 
tenía	para	traer.	El	Evangelio	de	Juan,	William	Barclay.	Págs.	264	
y	265.

Al reconocernos como pecadores, ruego que el Señor nos conceda 
la gracia de imitar a María Magdalena en su amor por Jesús, que 
piensen	que	no	hay	suficiente	agua	en	el	mundo	para	limpiar	de	
nuevo, pero Jesús puede hacer todo nuevo, y María Magdalena 
es el ejemplo perfecto de que en Cristo y a través de Cristo todo 
es	posible.	Hoy	puedes	ver	que	a	través	de	las	aguas	del	bautismo	
somos limpiados de nuevo. Les ruego que nunca, nunca pierdan la 
esperanza. Jesús ha venido, siempre vendrá y vendrá de nuevo.

Ahora ve y dile a mis hermanos que ha resucitado, ¡aleluya!
Atentamente, Padre Alejandro Reyes Cárdenas, Rector

The Lord is risen, Alleluia! Death has no power! Let us sing 
with the psalmist the greatness of the Lord: “Give thanks to the 
LORD, for he is good, for his mercy endures forever. I shall not 
die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.” The alleluia is 
one of the most joyful songs we can sing, and it has the power to 
remind us that despite our many sufferings there is hope; there is 
salvation; there is a great God who has defeated Satan and death.

Happy	Easter	dear	fellow	Brothers	and	Sisters.	This	past	year	
has	been	a	difficult	year.	After	the	pandemic,	we	contemplated	
the departure of our beloved ones. Now we see the venom and 
poison of death and injustices affecting the most vulnerable—the 
defenseless and innocent. Let us not be discouraged! God—our 
God—is not indifferent to our sufferings and trials, and now more 
than	ever	he	is	close	to	us.	Death	does	not	have	the	final	word.

I invite you to become witnesses to the resurrection, like the 
disciples and Mary Magdalene. This is what our society needs, 
and this is what our community needs; witnesses like the apos-
tles, Mother Cabrini, and many other saints who have inspired us. 
However,	this	call	is	urgent;	as	Mary	we	need	to	run,	as	Peter	we	
need to go out, as the other disciple we need to run fast and bring 
the good news to those who hope in the Lord. Moreover, we need 
to see, believe, and experience the power of resurrection in our 
lives.	How	can	you	be	a	witness	to	something	or	someone	that	
you have not seen, and how can you be a witness if you do not 
believe?

In this Sunday’s Gospel, we contemplate Mary of Magdala going 
to the tomb early in the morning. According to some theologians, 
no	one	loved	Jesus	as	much	as	Mary	Magdalene.	He	had	done	
something for her that no one else could ever do and she would 
never forget. Tradition has always had it that Mary was a scarlet 
sinner,	whom	Jesus	reclaimed	and	forgave	and	purified.	Mary	had	
sinned much, and she loved much; and love was all she had to 
bring.	(The	Gospel	of	John,	William	Barclay.	Pp.	264,	265)

As we acknowledge ourselves as sinners, I pray that the Lord 
grants us the grace to imitate Mary Magdalene in her love of 
Jesus. You may think that there is not enough water in the world 
to make you clean again, but Jesus can make everything new, and 
Mary Magdalene is the perfect example that in Christ and through 
Christ everything is possible. Today you can see that through the 
waters of baptism we are made clean again. I plead with you; 
never, ever give up hope. Jesus has come, he is always coming, 
and he will come again. 
 
Now, go and tell my brothers and sisters that he is risen, Alleluia!
Sincerely, Father Alejandro Reyes Cardenas



WHAT IS HAPPENINGMASS INTENTIONS / INTENCIONES DE MISAS
~ Readings of the Week ~ Magnificat  

A ministry to Catholic Women
Join us for breakfast, praise and worship and speaker.

Speaker:
Sister Mavis Champagne

Saturday April 27, 2024 
9-11:30 am

Farm and Ranch Museum
Cost: $24.00

Tickets at IHM, Holy Cross, St. Genevieve’s
St. Albert, San Albino

Available only Mar 28-Apr 18, 2024
Tickets must be pre purchased.

For more info:
https://magnificat-ministry.net/chapters/nm-las-cruces/

VIGIL MASS/VIGILIA: Saturday/Sábado, March 30 
Acts 10:34a, 37-43/P 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9

 8:00 PM IHM Community 
SUNDAY/DOMINGO, March 31
 7:30 AM Stephen Lithgow (by Gloria Lithgow)
   Knights of Columbus and Loved Ones (by Les Flores)
   Tim Thomas–Happy Birthday & Mathew 
      Bowman-Special Intention (by Thomas Family)
 9:00 AM †Victor Cruz Frias by (por Familia Frias)
   †Victor Manuel Rubio (por Familia Rubio)
   †Rosa y Margarita Salas (por Familia Salas)
 11:00 AM  †Patricia Ann Angell (by Frances Lavery)
   †Luis Garcia (by Family)
   Immaculate Conception for the 
      Peace of Ukraine & Israel

Monday/Lunes, April 1
Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11/Mt 28:8-15

 8:15 AM IHM Families
Tuesday/Martes, April 2

Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22/Jn 20:11-18

 8:15 AM †Don & Daryl Lithgow (by Gloria Lithgow)
   Adalei Nova Padilla-1st Birthday (by Grandma Nena)
 6:00 pm Feligreses de IHM
Wednesday/Miércoles, April 3

Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-4,6-9/Lk 24:13-35

 8:15 AM Elena - Happy Birthday
Thursday/Jueves, April 4  

Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2a, 5-9/Lk 24:35-48

 8:15 AM IHM Youth
Friday/Viernes April 5

 Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27a/Jn 21:1-14

 8:15 AM †Mary McKinley (by Family)
   Marco, Maritza, Nancy & Raul Cotto-Healing 
      (by Mom)
   Teresa Celeste Paradis (by Irene & Patrick Paradis)
Saturday/Sabado, April 6

Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1, 14-15, 16ab-21/Mk 16:9-15

 8:15 AM For Family Unity and World Peace (by Les Flores)

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces 
requires that all clergy, employees and volunteers 

undergo a background check, participate in 
a VIRTUS Protecting God’s Children Training Module, 

and sign a code of conduct every five years.

For questions in complying with these require-
ments  please contact our Safe Environment 

Coordinator, Mary Frances Garcias for Assistance.
mgarcia@rcdlc.org or 575-222-4235



SAINT OF THE WEEK
ST. CASIMIR,
PATRON OF  
LITHUANIA

Born in 1458, St Casimir was of 
Lithuanian origin, the son of the King 
of	Poland.	He	renounced	the	crown	
of	Hungary	at	the	urging	of	the	Pope,	
and refused an arranged marriage 
designed to expand his realms. St 
Casimir was only 25 when he died, 
having overcome the seductions of 
power and luxury.   

The word "Easter" comes from Old English, meaning simply the "East." 
The sun which rises in the East, bringing light, warmth, and hope, is a 
symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is the true Light of the 
world. The Paschal Candle used during the Easter Vigil is a central sym-
bol of this divine light, which is Christ. It is kept near the ambo through-
out Easter Time and lit for all liturgical celebrations.

The Easter Vigil is the "Mother of All Vigils" and Easter Sunday is the 
greatest of all Sundays. The season of Easter is the most important of 
all liturgical times, which Catholics celebrate as the Lord's resurrection 
from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending 
of	the	Holy	Spirit	upon	the	Church.	The	octave	of	Easter	comprises	the	
eight	days	which	stretch	from	the	first	to	the	second	Sunday.	It	is	a	way	
of prolonging the joy of the initial day. There are 50 days of Easter from 
the	first	Sunday	to	Pentecost.	It	is	characterized,	abo	ve	all,	by	the	joy	of	
glorified	life	and	the	victory	over	death	expressed	most	fully	in	the	great	
resounding	cry	of	the	Christian:		Alleluia!	All	faith	flows	from	faith	in	
the resurrection: "If Christ has not been raised, then empty is our preach-
ing; empty, too, is your faith." (1 Cor 15:14)

"What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow 
is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of 
some other kind;…So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown 
corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised 
glorious. It is sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; 
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 
spiritual	one.	So,	too,	it	is	written,	"The	first	man,	Adam,	became	a	living	
being,"	the	last	Adam	a	life-giving	spirit.	But	the	spiritual	was	not	first;	
rather	the	natural	and	then	the	spiritual.	The	first	man	was	from	the	earth,	
earthly; the second man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are 
the earthly, and as is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly. Just as 
we have borne the image of the earthly one, we shall also bear the image 
of	the	heavenly	one."	(1	Cor	15:36-37,	42-49)

What is Easter?



Pope to Catholics
in	Holy	Land:	May	

hope arise from 
seeds sown in pain

In an Easter Letter addressed to Cath-
olics	in	the	Holy	Land,	Pope	Francis	
expresses his spiritual closeness and 
paternal affection, and encourages Chris-
tians around the world to offer concrete 
support and prayers for peace.
Pope Francis has written to Catholics in 
the	Holy	Land,	assuring	them	that	they	
are daily in his thoughts and prayers.
“I embrace all of you, in the variety of 
your rites, dear Catholic faithful living 
throughout	the	Holy	Land,”	he	writes,	
adding, “In a particular way, I embrace 
those most affected by the senseless 
tragedy of war: the children robbed of 
their future, those who grieve and are in 
pain,	and	all	who	find	themselves	prey	to	
anguish and dismay.”
In his letter, released on Wednesday, the 
Holy	Father	recognizes	the	special	sig-
nificance	of	Easter	for	those	who	live	in	
the	places	sanctified	by	Jesus’	life,	death,	

and resurrection.
Acknowledging the desire of Christians 
to remain in the lands they have dwelt 
in for centuries, Pope Francis says it is 
good that they should remain, and thanks 
them for their faith, charity, and hope.
The Pope goes on to recall his own 
pilgrimage	to	the	Holy	Land	in	2014,	and	
repeats the words of Saint Paul VI, who 
warned of the “constant and dire threat” 
to peace and security, and to human 
values, of continuing tensions in the 
Middle East.
Pope Francis highlights the role of 
Christians in the Middle East in guarding 
the “places of our salvation,” as well as 
their “enduring witness, through [their] 
sufferings, to the mystery of the Lord’s 
Passion.” “By your ability to rise anew 
and press forward,” he writes, “you have 
proclaimed, and continue to proclaim, 
that	the	crucified	Lord	rose	from	the	

dead.”
The Pope goes on to share the prayer he 
offers for and with the Christians of the 
Holy	Land:

Lord, you are our peace (cf. Eph 2:14-
22). You who proclaimed blessed the 
peacemakers (cf. Mt 5:9): set human 
hearts free from hatred, violence, and 
the spirit of revenge. We look to Your 
example and we follow You, Who are 
merciful, meek, and humble of heart (cf. 
Mt 11:29).  May no one rob our hearts of 
the hope of rising anew with You.  May 
we never tire of defending the dignity of 
every man, woman, and child, without 
distinction of religion, ethnicity, or 
nationality, beginning with the most vul-
nerable among us: women, the elderly, 
children, and the poor.
Assuring them once again that they 
are not alone, the  Pope promises that 
the universal Church will demonstrate 
solidarity through “prayer and practical 
charity.”
"Soon we hope to return among you as 
pilgrims, to draw near to you, to embrace 
you, to break with you the bread of 
fraternity, and to contemplate the tender 

shoots of hope that spring from the seeds 
you are sowing in pain and nurturing 
with patience," he says.
Then, after thanking the “bishops, 
priests, and religious” for their work 
among	the	people,	the	Holy	Father	prays	
that “in the crucible of suffering… the 
precious gold of unity may be puri-
fied	and	shine	forth”	among	Catholics	
and with other Christians, to whom he 
expresses his “spiritual closeness and 
encouragement” and assuring them of his 
prayers.
Concluding his letter, Pope Francis 
invokes	upon	Catholics	in	the	Holy	Land	
the protection of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, “daughter of your Land.”
And he calls on Christians throughout 
the world “to manifest their concrete 
support for you and pray tirelessly that 
all the people of your beloved land may 
dwell at last in peace.”

Francisco a los católicos de Tierra Santa: 
Gracias porque saben  

esperar contra toda esperanza
En	una	carta	dirigida	a	los	fieles	de	todos	los	ritos	y	confesiones	
que se preparan para celebrar la Pascua, Francisco expresa cercanía, 
afecto y aliento a quienes "están sufriendo dolorosamente el drama 
absurdo de la guerra".
"Gracias por su testimonio de fe, gracias por la caridad que existe 
entre ustedes, gracias porque saben esperar contra toda esperanza". 
Así lo escribe el Papa Francisco en una carta a los católicos de Tierra 
Santa con vistas a la Pascua, que algunas comunidades celebran el 
31 de marzo, según el calendario gregoriano, y otras, el 5 de mayo, 
según el calendario juliano.

Pienso en ti, rezo por ti y te llevo en mi corazón.
El	Papa	desea	hacer	sentir	su	cercanía	a	los	fieles	y	su	"cariño	pater-
nal", en particular, a quienes en los últimos meses "están sufriendo 
más dolorosamente el absurdo drama de la guerra, a los niños a los 
que se les niega un futuro, a cuantos lloran y sufren" y "experimentan 
angustia y desconcierto". El Papa escribe:
Desde hace tiempo los llevo en mi pensamiento y rezo cada día por 
ustedes. Pero ahora, en vísperas de esta Pascua, que para ustedes 
tiene una fuerte carga de Pasión y todavía poco de Resurrección, sien-
to la necesidad de escribirles y decirles que los llevo en el corazón.

Tierra Santa, testimonio de la Pasión y la Resurrección
El Papa recuerda la peregrinación que realizó en mayo de 2014 y 
hace	suyas	las	palabras	de	San	Pablo	VI,	primer	Pontífice	peregrino	
a Tierra Santa hace 50 años, cuando subrayó el peligro para la paz en 
todo el mundo de la continuación de las tensiones en el Oriente Me-
dio.	Francisco	afirma	que	Tierra	Santa	no	sólo	ha	sido	"custodia	de	
los Lugares de salvación", sino testimonio constante, "a través de sus 
propios sufrimientos" de la Pasión del Señor, y junto, "con su capaci-
dad de levantarse y seguir adelante, ha anunciado y sigue anunciando 
que	el	Crucificado	resucitó".	El	Papa	escribe:
En estos tiempos oscuros, en los que parece que las tinieblas del Vi-
ernes Santo recubren vuestra tierra y tantas partes del mundo son des-
figuradas	por	la	inútil	locura	de	la	guerra,	que	es	siempre	y	para	todos	
una sangrienta derrota, ustedes son antorchas encendidas en la noche; 
son	semillas	de	bien	en	una	tierra	desgarrada	por	los	conflictos.

Que nadie nos robe la esperanza
Francisco renueva su oración al Señor que es "nuestra paz" para 
que libere "el corazón del hombre del odio, de la violencia y de la 
venganza" y continúa:
Que nadie nos robe del corazón la esperanza de ponernos en pie y 
de	resucitar	contigo,	haz	que	no	nos	cansemos	de	afirmar	la	digni-
dad de todo hombre, sin distinción de religión, etnia o nacionalidad, 
empezando por los más frágiles, por las mujeres, los ancianos, los 
pequeños y los pobres.

Que crezca también la unidad entre todos los cristianos
Mientras asegura a los católicos "no están solos y no los dejaremos 
solos, sino que permaneceremos solidarios con ustedes a través de 
la oración y la caridad activa", el Papa expresa la esperanza "poder 
volver pronto a ustedes como peregrinos, para mirarlos a los ojos 
y abrazarlos". Agradece a los Pastores, religiosos y religiosas que 
acompañan	con	su	cercanía	a	los	fieles	y	recomienda:	
Que crezca y resplandezca en el crisol del sufrimiento el oro de 
la unidad, también con los hermanos y las hermanas de las otras 
confesiones cristianas, a quienes asimismo les deseo manifestar mi 
cercanía espiritual y expresar mi aliento.

Finalmente, el Papa Francisco renueva la invitación "a todos 
los cristianos del mundo" a apoyar concretamente y orar con 
insistencia "para que toda la población de vuestra querida tierra 
esté	por	fin	en	paz".



Hortencia Butler
Juanita Mendoza
Pat King
Ernesto Salas
Ernestina Rodriguez
Jesus Cordova Serna
Freddy Castaneda, Jr.
Benjamin Mendoza
Dylan Wilson
Daniel Telles
Merlinda Moreno
Keith Bird 
Pat Villines
Paul Harrington
Tim Thomas
Alice & Carlos Castro
Emanuel & Micaela
  Frietze and Family 
Angel Varela
Edward Frias 
Nellie Rigales Vigil
Mike & Inez Frietze
Leo Alirez

PRAY FOR THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH WHO ARE ILL
Michael Rodriguez
Roni Trevillo
Gabriel Granillo
Ed Fragoso,
  Mother Maria & Family
Demetryoas Griffith
Raymond Matlak
Matilda Evaro
Briana Telles
Arturo Serna
Angel Baker
Danny Gamboa
Frank Jimeniz
Felicia Krynitz
Everardo Meza
Blanca Echevarria
Jose Ignacio Garcia
Amparo Espinosa 
Fatima Aguilar Ortiz
Donna & Jimmy Graham
Yolanda Salas
Marko Artem 
Emilia Ortiz 

Collections: 3-24-2024

Virginia Mike Ortega
Deacon Ed Misquez 
Sylvia Briseño
Angela Varela
Ralph Cadena
Liz Garcia
Alicia Romero
Jimmy & Josh
Mary Mayers 
Oscar Rico
Mary Moyers 
Arcadio Garcia 
Jimmy Martinez
Josh Willhite
Ethel Vigil Ebner
Caesar Lopez 
Sally Lozano
Raymond Telles
Richard Duran 
Jaime Avila  
Silas Garcia 
Lewie Chavez

Upcoming 2nd Collections:
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March 24 United in Ministry
March 31 Easter
April 7 St. Mother Teresa

Mass Intentions Weekday: $10.00  •  Weekend: $15.00 • Prayer Request: Free
Did you know you can sponsor?

 ** Please request Mass Intentions at least 2 weeks in advance.**

The office is updating the names on the prayer list. Please contact the office if  
you wish to have the name of loved ones continue to be on the prayer list. 

Sunday Collection: $6140.00
United in Ministry: $741.00
Mail Donation: $3452.00
Front Office: $2611.00
Online Donations: $720.25

Young people are the living hope 
of a missionary church, pope says

 
Young people need to understand how much Christ loves them uncondi-
tionally and how much the church needs their voices and presence, Pope 
Francis said.
“Dear young people, you are the living hope of a Church on the move! 
For this reason, I thank you for your presence and for your contribu-
tion to the life of the Body of Christ,” the pope told the world’s young 
people in a written message.
The pope’s message was released by the Vatican March 25 to mark the 
fifth	anniversary	of	his	apostolic	exhortation	“Christus	Vivit”	(“Christ	is	
Alive”),	published	in	2019	and	reflecting	on	the	2018	Synod	of	Bishops	
on young people, the faith and vocational discernment.

Pope Francis said he wanted to reach out again to young people with a 
message that could be “a source of renewed hope for you.”
Christ is alive, he said in his message, and “his love for you is unaffect-
ed	by	your	failings	or	your	mistakes.	He	gave	his	life	for	you,	so	in	his	
love for you he does not wait for you to be perfect.”

“Walk with him as with a friend, welcome him into your life and let 
him share all the joys and hopes, the problems and struggles of this time 
in your lives,” the pope wrote. “You will see that the path ahead will 
become	clearer	and	that	your	difficulties	will	be	much	less	burdensome,	
because he will be carrying them with you.”

“In	today’s	world,	marked	by	so	many	conflicts	and	so	much	suffering,	
I suspect that many of you feel disheartened. So together with you, I 
would like to set out from the proclamation that is the basis of our hope 
and that of all humanity: ‘Christ is alive!’” he wrote, and “he loves you 
with	an	infinite	love.”

“How	greatly	I	want	this	proclamation	to	reach	every	one	of	you,	for	
you to accept it as living and true in your own lives, and feel the desire 
to share it with your friends!” the pope wrote.
Pope Francis noted that April 14 will mark the 40th anniversary of 
the	first	great	gathering	of	young	people	that,	during	St.	John	Paul	II’s	
Holy	Year	of	the	Redemption,	“was	the	seed	of	the	future	World	Youth	
Days.”
Pope	Francis	recalled	his	first	World	Youth	Day	as	pope	in	Rio	de	Ja-
neiro	in	2013,	and	how	“I	urged	you	to	make	your	voices	heard!	‘Hagan	
lio!’ Make a mess!”

“Today, once again, I ask you: make your voices heard! Proclaim, not 
so much in words but by your life and your heart, the truth that Christ is 
alive! And in this way, help the whole Church to get up and set out ever 
anew to bring his message to the entire world,” he wrote.
He	encouraged	young	people	to	never	“leave	us	without	your	good	
way of ‘making a mess,’ your drive, like that of a clean and well-tuned 
engine, and your own particular way of living and proclaiming the joy 
of the risen Jesus!”
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