
Registration: We welcome new parishioners, winter visitors and visiting friends to our parish. New members are encouraged to visit the IHM office to complete a 
registration form. We encourage you  to use your envelope even if your donation is a modest one; this helps us to know that you are an active parishioner.

Most Rev. Peter Baldacchino, J.C.L.
Rev. Alejandro Reyes Cardenas
Rev. Emmanuel Ezenneh
Deacon Ed Fierro
Deacon Ruben Gutierrez

Saturday Vigil/Vigilia los Sabados: 5:30 p.m. (English)
Sunday/Domingo: 7:30a.m., 11:00a.m. (English)
  9:00a.m. (Español)

Rector:
Bishop:

Vicar:
Deacons:

WEEKENDS / FINES DE LA SEMANA

WEEKDAYS / DÍAS DE LA SEMANA

SCHEDULE OF LITURGIES / MISAS

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Baptisms:	 Call	office	for	information
Confessions in Church: Mon., Wed. & Fri.: 7:30am-8am; Sat.: 4pm-5pm
                 Tuesday and Thursday: 8:00am-8:15am
   OR ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT WITH ONE OF THE PRIESTS
Anointing of the Sick: Upon Request
Marriage:	 Call	Parish	Office	for	Preparation	at	least	6	months 
	 in	advance	and	before	setting	a	firm	date.

SECOND SUNDAY
       OF EASTER 2024

CLERGY

1240 S. Espina, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88001 
(575) 524-8563 • Fax: (575) 523-2252 • www.ihmcathedral.org • Email: frontdesk@ihmcathedral.org

April 7, 2024

IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
CATHEDRAL PARISHCATHEDRAL PARISH

ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCESROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF LAS CRUCES
Established 1982

Mon. to Sat.: 8:15 a.m. (English)
Tuesday:	 6:00	p.m.	(Español)
Thursday:	 6:00	p.m.	Holy	Hour	(Español)
Friday: 3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (English)

Thomas replied,
“My Lord and 
my God!”

 DIVINE
    MERCY

(Jn 20:19-31)

SHARESHARE
with all memberswith all members

of your Parish of your Parish 
or school staff.or school staff.



RECENT EVENTS
1. Holy Thursday washing of 
the feet by Peter Baldacchino

2. Easter Vigil, March 30, 2024.

1
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From the Del

“La paz sea con vosotros”.“Peace be with you.”
En un mundo marcado por guerras y atrocidades que violan los derechos 
más fundamentales de la persona humana, esto es lo que necesitamos: 
¡Paz! ¡Siempre oramos para que haya paz en la tierra y que comience 
conmigo! Espero que entiendan la importancia de esto. ¿Cómo puedes 
convertirte en un constructor de paz en nuestros tiempos y en nuestra 
sociedad si estás dividido internamente? No; Necesitamos un cambio. Es 
necesario que recibamos lo que Jesús nos ofrece: ¡Su paz! Una paz que 
no es negociable ni provechosa. Es la paz de saber que no importa cuán 
dura	sea	nuestra	batalla,	porque	él	estará	con	nosotros	hasta	el	final	y	
nos salvará. Sabemos claramente que necesitamos libertad y no solo un 
liberador, sino un salvador.

En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesús está comisionando a sus discípulos. ¡Así 
como ellos son enviados, nosotros también somos enviados! Este es el 
carácter de la iglesia; ser misionero, convertirse en la boca de Jesús, ser 
sus pies para correr en sus recados y sus manos para hacer su trabajo. 
Pero	recuerden	siempre:	Él	es	el	que	nos	envía,	confiamos	en	su	autori-
dad. “Sin Jesús, la Iglesia no tiene mensaje, sin Él no tiene poder, sin Él 
no tiene a nadie a quien acudir cuando se enfrenta a ella, sin Él no tiene 
nada que ilumine su mente, fortalezca su brazo y anime su corazón. Sig-
nifica	que	la	iglesia	necesita	a	Jesús”.	(El	Evangelio	de	Juan	por	William	
Barclay, págs. 273.)

“Por otro lado, el envío de Jesús es paralelo al envío de Jesús por parte 
de Dios. Debemos imitarlo en su perfecto amor y obediencia al Padre. 
De esto se deduce que la iglesia es apta para ser mensajera e instrumento 
de	Cristo	sólo	si	lo	ama	y	le	obedece	perfectamente”.	(El	Evangelio	de	
Juan por William Barclay. pág. 273.)

Algunos de nosotros tenemos un serio problema con esto. Decimos 
amar a Cristo, pero no le obedecemos. ¡Necesitamos la guía del Espíritu 
Santo! Que salgan nuestras dudas. Somos como Tomás el incrédulo: 
¡hasta que vemos que no creemos! Tomás era un pesimista nato, pero 
anímate: ¡Jesús conoce nuestros corazones como conoció el corazón de 
Tomás!	¡Recuerda	que	él	lo	sabe	todo!	Hoy,	aprendamos	de	él	porque	
era un hombre honesto, sin duplicidad y con sinceridad. A veces nos 
cubrimos	la	cara	con	la	máscara	del	orgullo	fingiendo	que	lo	sabemos	y	
lo	entendemos	todo,	pero	al	final	estamos	llenos	de	confusión	y	miseria.	
Tomás dudó de estar seguro.

Finalmente, Tomás cometió un error. Se retiró de la comunidad cristiana. 
Esto somos nosotros cuando hacemos lo mismo. Cuando nos aislamos 
de nuestra comunidad, nos perdemos lo que es más importante, sufri-
mos soledad y amargura y, a veces, albergamos resentimiento. Somos el 
cuerpo místico de Cristo; Necesitamos estar juntos. Estamos aquí para 
ayudarnos unos a otros.

Nunca he visto en mi vida un cuerpo sin cabeza. ¿Por qué tanta resisten-
cia? ¿Por qué tanta división? ¡Recuerde que aquellos órganos del cuerpo 
que parecen más débiles o vulnerables son los más importantes! Al igual 
que el hígado o el corazón, todos ustedes son importantes, así que por 
favor regresen. Regresa al Señor y regocíjate en su verdadera presencia. 
Cree que siempre cumple sus promesas. Él estará con nosotros hasta el 
final.

Por favor, no se olviden de rezar por nuestros hermanos y hermanas que 
son los más vulnerables y las víctimas del hambre y la guerra en todo el 
mundo. Pero también recuerda a los olvidados; los enfermos, los mori-
bundos y los más pobres entre los pobres.

¡Feliz Segundo Domingo de Pascua!
Atentamente, Padre Alejandro Reyes Cárdenas, Rector

In a world marked by wars and atrocities that violate the most funda-
mental rights of the human person, this is what we need: Peace! We 
always pray to let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me! 
I	hope	you	understand	the	importance	of	it.	How	can	you	become	a	
peacemaker in our times and in our society if you are internally divid-
ed. No; we need a change. It is necessary that we receive what Jesus is 
offering	to	us:	His	peace!	A	peace	that	is	not	negotiable	or	profitable.	
It is the peace of knowing that it does not matter how hard our battle is 
because he will be with us until the end, and he will save us. We clear-
ly know that we need freedom and not just a liberator but a savior.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is commissioning his disciples. As they are 
being sent forth, we also are sent forth! This is the character of the 
church; to be missionary, to become the mouth of Jesus, to be his feet 
to run upon his errands and his hands to do his work. But always re-
member:	He	is	the	one	who	sends	us,	we	rely	on	his	authority.	“With-
out Jesus, the Church has no message, without him she has no power, 
without him she has no one to turn to when up against it, without him 
she has nothing to enlighten her mind, to strengthen her arm, and to en-
courage	her	heart.	It	means	that	the	church	needs	Jesus.”	(The	Gospel	
of John by William Barclay, Pp, 273.)

“On the other hand, the sending of Jesus is parallel to the sending out 
of Jesus by God. We must imitate him in his perfect love and obedi-
ence	to	the	father.	It	follows	that	the	church	is	fit	to	be	the	messenger	
and the instrument of Christ only if she perfectly loves him and per-
fectly	obeys	him.”	(The	Gospel	of	John	by	William	Barclay.	p	273.)

Some of us have a serious problem with this. We claim to love Christ, 
but	we	don’t	obey	him.	We	need	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit!	Let	
our doubts come out. We are like the doubting Thomas—until we see 
we don’t believe! Thomas was a natural pessimist but take courage—
Jesus knows our hearts as he knew the heart of Thomas! Remember 
he knows everything! Today, let us learn from him because he was an 
honest man with no duplicity and with sincerity. Sometimes we cover 
our faces with the mask of pride pretending that we know and under-
stand everything, but at the end we are full of confusion and misery. 
Thomas doubted becoming sure.

Finally,	Thomas	made	a	mistake.	He	withdrew	from	the	Christian	
community. This is us when we do the same. When we isolate our-
selves from our community, we miss what’s most important, we suffer 
loneliness and bitterness and sometimes we harbor resentment. We 
are the mystical body of Christ; we need to be together. We are here to 
help each other.

I have never seen in my life a body without a head. Why so much 
resistance? Why so much division? Remember those organs of the 
body that seem the most weak or vulnerable are the most important! 
Like the liver or the heart, you all are important—so please come back. 
Come back to the Lord and rejoice in his real presence. Believe that he 
always	fulfills	his	promises.	He	will	be	with	us	until	the	end.

Please do not forget to pray for our brothers and sisters who are the 
most vulnerable and the victims of hunger and war around the whole 
world. But also remember those who are forgotten; the sick, the dying, 
and the poorest of the poor.

Happy	Second	Sunday	of	Easter!
Sincerely, Father Alejandro Reyes Cardenas-Rector



WHAT IS HAPPENINGMASS INTENTIONS / INTENCIONES DE MISAS
~ Readings of the Week ~

Magnificat  
A ministry to Catholic Women

Join us for breakfast, praise and worship and speaker.
Speaker:

Sister Mavis Champagne
Saturday April 27, 2024 

9-11:30 am
Farm and Ranch Museum

Cost: $24.00
Tickets at IHM, Holy Cross, St. Genevieve’s

St. Albert, San Albino
Available only Mar 28-Apr 18, 2024

Tickets must be pre purchased.
For more info:

https://magnificat-ministry.net/chapters/nm-las-cruces/

VIGIL MASS/VIGILIA: Saturday/Sábado, April 6 
Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31

 5:30 PM †Harry & †Celia Woodworth (by Tianna)
   †Mary Fragoso (by Edward Fragoso)
   †Tina Salazar (by Salazar Family)
SUNDAY/DOMINGO, April 7
 7:30 AM †Christine Jean Lopez
   For All Suicides and Addicts (by Les Flores)
 9:00 AM †Jenny, †Barbie Morales y Familia
      (por Mannie Morales y Familia)
   Por Las Almas del Purgatorio
   †Alejandro Guillen (por Familia Vargas)
 11:00 AM  †Luis Garcia (by Family)
   †Paul Herrera (by Family)
   †Louis Chavez (by Josie & Family)

Monday/Lunes, April 8
Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38

 8:15 AM †Danny Romero (by Family)
Tuesday/Martes, April 9

Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-15

 8:15 AM †Myra Mullins (by Viola Anderson
 6:00 pm †Maggie y †Jesús Baldonado (por Cecilia Monje)
Wednesday/Miércoles, April 10

 Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-9/Jn 3:16-21

 8:15 AM †Esquipula & †Desideria Padilla
      (by Padilla & Marquez Families)
Thursday/Jueves, April 11  

Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20/Jn 3:31-36

 8:15 AM †Maggie Baldonado & †Elisa West
      (by Bencomo Family)
Friday/Viernes April 12

 Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15

 8:15 AM †Tony & †Letha Trujillo (by Gloria Lithgow)
Saturday/Sabado, April 13

Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21

 8:15 AM †Augustine & †Louisa Montenegro
      (by Erlinda Moreno)

The Resurrection, the transformation, the glorification 
of the once executed and mutilated Jesus — it is too good to keep to oneself.  

Then, on the way back to Jerusalem, they meet Jesus himself.  
Jesus is alive. That is what we celebrate.

 “From Mourning To Joy” 
  
Are you grieving the loss of a 
loved one? Whether it 
happened suddenly or over a 
lengthy period, whether it 
happened recently, or years 
ago, the holidays can be one 
of the most difficult times for people in grief. This special program, 
“From Mourning To Joy,” offers strategies and perspectives to 
help the bereaved manage their emotions.  
 
We are offering Thirteen sessions of the program: 
 

●  We will meet every Saturday, April 6th to June 29th at 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Heart Classroom #10. 
Please call Lisa Maldonado at (575) 430-6786 for more 
information.  

 
There is no cost for this 1½ hour program, 

but you must register to attend. 

Talk Radio for Catholic Life
www.Relevantradio.com



SAINT OF THE WEEK

ST. GEMMA GALGANI, VIRGIN OF  
LUCCA, PASSIONIST TERTIARY

St. Gemma Galgani (1878-1903) was canonized by the Venerable Pius 
XII in 1940. She was a tertiary of the Passionists and was moved by their 
spirituality of continuous meditation on the Passion of the Savior to lead a 
life	of	prayer	and	penance.	Her	mystical	experiences	taught	her	the	value	
of	suffering	in	union	with	Christ	crucified,	and	she	endured	calumnies	and	
opposition even from members of her own family. Demonic persecutions 
were	also	not	lacking.	Her	confessor,	the	Venerable	Germanus,	a	Passion-
ist priest, wrote her biography, and her cause of canonization proceeded, 
overcoming many obstacles.

The popularity of her veneration has increased over the years, and her 
insights	have	been	a	consolation	to	many.	Her	body	is	enshrined	in	Lucca	
in Italy where she spent most of her life, but her heart is enshrined in the 
Passionist church in Madrid in Spain. The words that follow here are 
from her brief autobiography, written by order of her confessor; they are 
characteristic of her spirit and teaching.

On Easter, pope asks Christ to  
'roll away' the stones of war worldwide

In his Easter message, Pope Francis called for a 
general	exchange	of	prisoners	between	Russia	and 
Ukraine	as	well	as	an	immediate	cease-fire	in	Gaza.

Cabrini
The	new	film	from	Angel	Studios	about	St.	Frances	Xavier	Cabrini—the	
Italian-born	patron	saint	of	immigrants	and	the	first	American	citizen	
canonized by the Catholic Church—lands in theaters today. And it lands 
at a very interesting time when ideological division seems to reign su-
preme—in the Church, in America, and in the relationship between them. 

But with Cabrini, Catholic director Alejandro Gómez Monteverde and 
the ascendant studio behind The Chosen have something of a crossover 
hit on their hands. Its mass appeal not only comes through a well-crafted 
film,	but	also	through	its	resistance	to	being	pigeon-holed	on	one	side	or	
the other of our deep divides. And this broadness of spirit—this refusal 
to stay put—is, in many ways, the whole point of the story. 

When	we	first	meet	Mother	Cabrini—a	phenomenal	performance	by	
Cristiana Dell’Anna, who was perfectly cast—she’s being summoned to 
the Vatican after persistently writing letters about starting a new mission 
in China. She negotiates her way through the resistance of the cardinal 
outranking	her—the	first	of	many	such	negotiations	for	Cabrini—and	se-
cures a meeting with his own superior, Pope Leo XIII. The pope relents 
to	her	mission,	but	on	one	condition:	“Begin	in	the	West,	not	the	East.”	
She is to go the slums of New York and minister to Italian immigrants, 
becoming	the	first	woman	to	lead	a	mission	overseas.	

Yet, more fundamentally, 
Cabrini is, and remains, 
a faithful Christian and 
an obedient daughter of 
the Church. At the heart 
of her life are the three 
theological virtues. She’s 
a woman of faith: “Begin 
the	mission,”	she	repeats,	
“and the means will 
come.”	She’s	a	woman	
of hope, longing to build 
an entire “empire of 
hope”	across	the	world.	
And she’s a woman of 
charity, ministering to the 
“least	of	these”	as	Christ	
commanded in Matthew 
25. “At the hour of our 
death,”	she	declares	
later	in	the	film,	“we	will	
all be asked one ques-

tion: What did we do for the poor? The sick? The homeless? For those 
stripped	of	dignity?”	Indeed,	when	Cabrini	and	her	sisters	first	arrive	in	
the Five Points district of lower Manhattan, a squalid slum packed tight 
with poor immigrants, they see three girls disappear into the darkness 
and	begin	to	look	for	them,	calling	to	mind	these	“sisters”	of	the	divine	
life. Faith, hope, and charity have vanished in this place, but these 
Missionary	Sisters	of	the	Sacred	Heart	of	Jesus	make	it	their	business	to	
build a home around them. 

In the warm, atmospheric, almost dream-like cinematography of Cabrini, 
the Statue of Liberty appears twice—and both times at a distance, like 
a kind of mirage. It’s a powerful suggestion of the unrealized ideal of 
the words it bears, an ideal that Mother Cabrini, rooted in her Catholic 
faith, might just help us collectively aspire to again: one united nation 
caring for the tired, poor, huddled masses washed up on, and tossed aside 
between, its shores.  



Pope's April prayer intention:  
'for the role of women'

Pope Francis releases his prayer intention for the month of April 2024, and 
invites everyone to pray for the role of women. Pope Francis' monthly prayer 
intention this April is for "the role of women." The Pope invited the Church to 
pray for this intention in this month's The Pope Video, which is entrusted to 
the entire Catholic Church through the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network. In 
The	Pope	Video	for	April,	the	Holy	Father	insists	on	the	steps	today’s	society	
needs to take, and asks Christians to join him in prayer “that the dignity and 
worth of women be recognized in every culture, and for an end to the discrim-
ination	they	face	in	various	parts	of	the	world.”

Pope Francis’ denunciation
The	Pope	in	his	video	illustrates	the	huge	gap	that	exists	between	declared	
principles and actual practice.

“In theory, we all agree that men and women have the same dignity as 
persons. But this does not play out in practice," he noted. The Pope provides 
concrete	examples,	citing	“discriminatory	laws”	currently	in	force:	mandatory	
dress codes, impediments to ongoing education, denial of assistance for job 
opportunities. And he recalls that “in many countries, genital mutilation is 
still	practiced.”

Thus,	he	said,	“governments	need	to	commit	to	eliminate”	this	discrimination	
and	“work	toward	guaranteeing	women’s	human	rights.”

He	asks	us	all	to	respect	women,	who	unfortunately	continue	to	be	treated	
“like	something	to	get	rid	of,”	and	who	are	often	victims	of	violence	and	
abuse in many parts of the world, even in countries claiming to be more ad-
vanced.	“And	if	we	don’t	[respect	women],”	the	Pope	adds,	“our	society	will	
not	progress.”

Contradictions still exist
According to a press release by the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network, con-
tradictions are not lacking in today’s world.

Whereas in some countries, women have access to education and employ-
ment, and occupy leadership roles in businesses and organizations, many still 
do not enjoy the same opportunities as men.

In the job market, less than one in two women in the world, work, and women 
earn 23% less than men. The same goes for education, when we consider that 
women	who	are	literate	are	in	the	minority	in	some	countries.	For	example,	
the rate is 23%; in Niger, 27%.

Fewer	opportunities	translate	into	enormous	economic	difficulties.
According to UN Women, it is estimated that by 2030 8% of women and girls 
will	live	in	extreme	poverty,	and	25%	of	women	will	not	have	enough	to	eat.

 

Heroines of all times
Father Frédéric Fornos S.J., International Director of the Pope’s Worldwide 
Prayer	Network,	reflected	on	this	month’s	intention,	recalling	that	“from	the	
beginning,	Jesus	welcomed	women	as	His	disciples.	This	was	a	novelty	in	the	
society	of	that	time.”

“As	the	Gospels	testify,”	he	stressed,	“Jesus’	mother	Mary	held	a	prominent	
place	among	the	Apostles	and	in	the	early	community.”	He	also	observed	
that	Jesus	entrusted	the	mission	of	announcing	His	Resurrection	to	a	woman,	
Mary Magdalene.

Throughout history, Fr. Fornos reminded, women have contributed to the 
spiritual dynamism in the Church, citing in a special way Saint Teresa of 
Avila,	Saint	Catherine	of	Siena,	and	Saint	Thérèse	of	Lisieux,	all	of	whom	are	
Doctors of the Church, along with countless other female saints.

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
The	Pope	Video	is	an	official	global	initiative	with	the	purpose	of	disseminat-
ing	the	Holy	Father’s	monthly	prayer	intentions.	It	is	carried	out	by	the	Pope’s	
Worldwide	Prayer	Network	(Apostleship	of	Prayer).	Since	2016,	The	Pope	
Video has had more than 203 million views across all the Vatican’s social net-
works and is translated into more than 23 languages, receiving press coverage 
in 114 countries.

The videos are produced and created by The Pope Video Prayer Network 
team, coordinated by Andrea Sarubbi, and distributed by La Machi Communi-
cation for Good Causes. The project is sponsored by Vatican Media. 

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network is a Vatican foundation, with the 
mission of mobilizing Catholics through prayer and action in response to the 
challenges facing humanity and the mission of the Church. These challenges 
are presented in the form of prayer intentions entrusted by the Pope to the 
entire Church.



Hortencia Butler
Juanita Mendoza
Pat King
Ernesto Salas
Ernestina Rodriguez
Jesus Cordova Serna
Freddy Castaneda, Jr.
Benjamin Mendoza
Dylan Wilson
Daniel Telles
Merlinda Moreno
Keith Bird 
Pat Villines
Paul Harrington
Tim Thomas
Alice & Carlos Castro
Emanuel & Micaela
  Frietze and Family 
Angel Varela
Edward Frias 
Nellie Rigales Vigil
Mike & Inez Frietze
Leo Alirez

PRAY FOR THE MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH WHO ARE ILL
Michael Rodriguez
Roni Trevillo
Gabriel Granillo
Ed Fragoso,
  Mother Maria & Family
Demetryoas Griffith
Raymond Matlak
Matilda Evaro
Briana Telles
Arturo Serna
Angel Baker
Danny Gamboa
Frank Jimeniz
Felicia Krynitz
Everardo Meza
Blanca Echevarria
Jose Ignacio Garcia
Amparo Espinosa 
Fatima Aguilar Ortiz
Donna & Jimmy Graham
Yolanda Salas
Marko Artem 
Emilia Ortiz 

Collections: 3-31-2024

Virginia Mike Ortega
Deacon Ed Misquez 
Sylvia Briseño
Angela Varela
Ralph Cadena
Liz Garcia
Alicia Romero
Jimmy & Josh
Mary Mayers 
Oscar Rico
Mary Moyers 
Arcadio Garcia 
Jimmy Martinez
Josh Willhite
Ethel Vigil Ebner
Caesar Lopez 
Sally Lozano
Raymond Telles
Richard Duran 
Jaime Avila  
Silas Garcia 
Lewie Chavez 
Samuel Tome
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April 7 St. Mother Teresa
April 14 Building Fund
April 21 San Juan Diego
     Seminarian Education Fund

Mass Intentions Weekday: $10.00  •  Weekend: $15.00 • Prayer Request: Free
Did you know you can sponsor?

 ** Please request Mass Intentions at least 2 weeks in advance.**

The office is updating the names on the prayer list. Please contact the office if  
you wish to have the name of loved ones continue to be on the prayer list. 

Holy Thursday: $1208.00
Good Friday: $2008.00
Sunday Collection: $9310.00
Mail Donation: $435.00
Front Office: $1590.00
Online Donations: $773.25

El Papa: Alimentemos la alegría 
de la Resurrección con el perdón, 

dando testimonio
El Papa Francisco en su alocución previa al rezo mariano del Regi-
na Coeli nos invita a alimentar la alegría de la Resurrección, encon-
trando a Cristo en la Eucaristía, en su perdón, en la oración y en la 
caridad vivida, anunciándolo y dando testimonio de esta alegría.

El Papa Francisco en sus saludos después del rezo mariano del 
Regina Coeli, renovó sus augurios pascuales y agradeció a aquellos 
que le han enviado mensajes de cercanía y oración; deseó asimis-
mo, que les llegue el don de la paz del Señor Resucitado y que 
llegue allí donde hay más necesidad: a las poblaciones devastadas 
por la guerra, el hambre y cualquier forma de opresión.

Hoy lunes de la Octava de Pascua
“Hoy,	lunes	de	la	Octava	de	Pascua,	el	Evangelio	(cf.	Mt	28,8-
15) nos muestra la alegría de las mujeres por la resurrección de 
Jesús:	ellas,	dice	el	texto,	salieron	del	sepulcro	con	"gran	alegría"	
y "fueron corriendo a contarlo a sus discípulos" (v. 8). Esta alegría, 
nacida del encuentro vivo con el Resucitado, es una emoción des-
bordante,	que	las	impulsa	a	difundir	y	contar	lo	que	han	visto.”

Y nosotros dijo el Papa Francisco, desde nuestro bautismo, po-
demos celebrar la alegría de la Resurrección, podemos encontrar al 
Resucitado y Él, como a ellas, nos dice: "¡No teman!" Y si Jesús, 
vencedor del pecado, del miedo y de la muerte, nos dice que no 
temamos, entonces -nos anima el Papa a no tener miedo-, no nos 
aplanemos en una vida sin esperanza, no renunciemos a la alegría 
de la Pascua.

Al contrario, animó, alimentemos la alegría de Jesús, que es el 
motor	de	la	vida.	Y	esta	alegría	-nos	confió	el	Pontífice-	la	podem-
os alimentar día a día, encontrando al Resucitado, porque Él es la 
fuente	de	una	alegría	que	nunca	se	extingue.	Lo	encontramos	en	
la Eucaristía, en su perdón, en la oración y en la caridad vivida, 
anunciándolo,	dando	testimonio.	Anunciemos	esta	alegría,	exaltó	
Francisco, dando testimonio de ella. Porque la alegría, cuando se 
comparte, aumenta.

La alegría de compartir la Resurrección
Compartir	la	alegría	es	una	experiencia	maravillosa,	que	apren-
demos desde muy pequeños: pensemos -dijo el Papa- en un niño 
que	obtiene	una	buena	calificación	en	la	escuela	y	no	ve	la	hora	de	
mostrársela	a	sus	padres,	o	en	un	joven	que	logra	su	primer	éxito	
deportivo, o en una familia en la que nace un hijo. Intentemos re-
cordar, cada uno de nosotros, un momento tan feliz que incluso nos 
costó	expresarlo	con	palabras,	¡pero	que	quisimos	contar	enseguida	
a todo el mundo!

Aquí,	las	mujeres,	en	la	mañana	de	Pascua,	experimentan	esto,	pero	
de una manera mucho mayor. ¿Por qué? Porque la resurrección 
de	Jesús	no	es	sólo	una	noticia	maravillosa	o	el	final	feliz	de	una	
historia, sino algo que cambia nuestras vidas por completo y para 
siempre.

“Es la victoria de la vida sobre la muerte, de la esperanza sobre el 
desánimo. Jesús ha traspasado la oscuridad de la tumba y vive para 
siempre: su presencia puede llenar todo de luz. Con Él cada día se 
convierte en la etapa de un viaje eterno, cada "hoy" puede espe-
rar	un	"mañana",	cada	final	un	nuevo	comienzo,	cada	instante	se	
proyecta	más	allá	de	los	límites	del	tiempo,	hacia	la	eternidad”.
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