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Youth group cake fundraiser
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Kermes 2025 Financial Highlights
Thank you to everyone who made this event a
joyful success!

Raised through delicious food, fun activities, and
generous hearts:

Food & Drinks

¢ CUPCAKES. ...eoeeeiiiiieeeiriee e $22.00

* Quesadillas Montadas..............ccceeeeunnnnn. $162.00

» Tortas, Espiropapas, & Flautas................. $2,645.00
* Gorditas &Menudo............cceeeeeeeeiiiiiinninn. $3.610.00
* SNOW CONES....ccvvvieeeeiiiiee e $817.00
Aguas Frescas........cceveeeeevciiieeeeeeeeecinenen. $1,302.00
Hamburgers.........cccoeeeeeiieeiieiiieeeeciiee e, $1391.00
* Sodas & Water.........cccoevvieeevciieeeeiieee e, $809.00

Activities & Donations

* Face Painting & Games............ccceeeeeeennn. $472.00
* Raffle: Virgen del Carmen......................... $1,850.00
* Fr. Alejandro’s Dinner...........ccccocvveeeennen. $2345.00

» Extra Donations
* Office pre-sale

Event Essentials

* Ice, Oil, Mayo, Plates, Napkins, Aluminum Pans,
Gloves, Hair Nets, Decorations, T-shirts
Invested in supplies, ingredients, and entertainment

Entertainment & Services

* DJ, Dinastia del Bravo, Tempo Richard Murillo,
Reimbursements & Dinner Costs

Total Income: $19,174.66
Total Expenses: $5,555.34
Net Profit: $13,619.32

These funds will support our parish and future
community events!

Special Thanks To
Our amazing volunteers, generous donors, talented
cooks, vibrant entertainers,
and every guest who joined the celebration.
Your support made this possible!

This is an estimate from the office but the official financial report will
come from the CPA.

Immaculate Heart of Mary will be CLOSED

for Labor day weekend
Monday, September 1*

Immaculado Corazon de Maria estara
CERRADA
por el fin de semana del
Dia del Trabajo 8: e
. A g \v.‘
lunes, 1 de septiembre. | o’ 5:_“

MONTHLY
HoLY
HOUR OF
REPARATION Thursday
September 4"

6:00 to 7:00 PM
In the Church

Registration for Religious Education
Now Open n

1 15,
Catechism =
2025-2026
We are now accepting registration for IHM catechism
Program. For the year 2025-2026.

Ya estamos aceptando inscripciones para el programa de
catecismo del Inmaculado Corazén de Maria para el aio
2025-2026.

After Mass, Despues de cada misa
Saturdays / sabados
5:30 pm Mass,/ Misa
Sundays / Domingos
7:30am, 9:00am, 11:00am Mass/ Misa
Catechism Classes will begin in
September 10, 2025

Every Wednesday from
6:00pm to 7:00pm

Also you can register at the office / También puedes registrarte
en la oficina. Monday - Friday: 8:30am - 4:30pm

1240 S. Espina Las Cruces, NM



Immaculate Heart of Mary
Cathedral Parish

HARVEST
FEST

2025

Donations for drinks booth and “White Elephant Sale”
and volunteer sign up Happening now!

Come and ejoy food , Enterteimet Games
Face painting and more!!

Contac the office for more information

From the

Lig
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On Humility

Dear brothers and sisters,

Grace and peace from our Lord Jesus Christ. Today, I write to you with a sincere heart and a special
petition: I beg you not to give up your mission to love, to maintain unity, and to serve God with all your
heart.

Amid tribulation and difficult times, it is the Lord Himself who asks us to remain faithful, to stand firm,
and to care for one another.

Today’s first reading from the Book of Sirach is a call to conduct our affairs with humility:
“Humble yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God.”
This is a profound lesson for us.

The opposite of humility is pride. According to Pope Francis, pride is “the great queen of vices”—a
radical and spiritual sin that distances us from God by creating a desire to be like Him, as seen in the fall
of Adam and Eve. He emphasizes that pride is a spiritual cancer that ruins relationships and must be
battled through humility, which restores things to their proper dimension as creatures of God. To
combat pride, he encourages us to contemplate creation, reflect on the humility of Mary, and follow the
example of Jesus in cultivating a spirit of awe and service.

Today’s Gospel also invites us not to seek places of honor. This is one of the most pressing temptations
of our time, leading many to pursue status at any cost. In contrast, the Lord invites us to take the lowest
place. To do so, we must exercise the virtue of humility—which, for some, may feel like humiliation. But I
tell you: do not be afraid of humiliation, for it can become the path to true humility.

As our previous pope has said, let us follow the example of our Blessed Mother and our Lord Jesus, who
humbled Himself to the point of death on the cross to redeem us.

Why Mary Crushes the Head of the Serpent

One of the most powerful images in Catholic tradition is that of the Blessed Virgin Mary crushing the
head of the serpent. This image is not only symbolic but deeply rooted in Scripture and Church teaching.
It reflects Mary’s unique role in salvation history as the woman chosen by God to bring the Savior into
the world—and her ongoing spiritual victory over evil.

The reason Mary crushes the serpent is her humility—the opposite of Satan’s pride. That is why he
cannot stand her. Her submission and obedience to the will of God are a powerful example for us to
follow.

Just as Eve disobeyed God and brought sin into the world, Mary—the New Eve—obeyed God and brought
forth the Redeemer. Where Eve said “no,” Mary said “yes” (fiat). Her obedience reversed the curse of
disobedience, and through her, God began His plan of salvation.

Because of her sinlessness and total submission to God’s will, Mary became the perfect enemy of Satan.
There was no foothold for evil in her heart. That is why Satan fears her—because she is the lowly
handmaid through whom God accomplished His greatest work.

After contemplating today’s Gospel, may the Lord grant us the grace to become humbler and ready for
the service of the poor. May He enkindle in our hearts the desire to make a preferential option for them.
In them, we see the face of Jesus. In them, we see those of whom the Sermon on the Mount speaks.

“Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Sincerely,
Father Alejandro Reyes Rector
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Sobre la Humildad

Queridos hermanos y hermanas,

Gracia y paz de parte de nuestro Senor Jesucristo. Hoy les escribo con un corazon sincero y una peticion
especial: les ruego que no abandonen su mision de amar, de mantener la unidad y de servir a Dios con
todo su corazon.

En medio de la tribulacién y los tiempos dificiles, es el mismo Sefior quien nos pide ser fieles,
mantenernos firmes y cuidar unos de otros.

La primera lectura de hoy, del libro del Eclesiastico, nos llama a conducir nuestros asuntos con
humildad:

“Cuanto mas grande seas, mas debes humillarte, y asi hallaras gracia ante el Serior.”

Esta es una gran leccion para nosotros.

Lo opuesto a la humildad es el orgullo. Segun el Papa Francisco, el orgullo es “la gran reina” de los vicios
—un pecado radical y espiritual que nos aleja de Dios al generar el deseo de ser como El, como ocurrié en
la caida de Adan y Eva. El Papa enfatiza que el orgullo es un cancer espiritual que destruye las relaciones,
y que debemos combatirlo con la humildad, que nos devuelve a nuestra justa dimension como criaturas
de Dios. Para vencer el orgullo, nos anima a contemplar la creacion, reflexionar sobre la humildad de
Maria y seguir el ejemplo de Jesus, cultivando un espiritu de asombro y servicio.

El Evangelio de hoy también nos invita a no buscar los primeros lugares. Esta es una tentacion muy
actual y seria en nuestros tiempos, que lleva a muchos a hacer cualquier cosa para obtener lo que
desean. Por el contrario, el Sefior nos invita a ocupar el ultimo lugar. Para hacerlo, debemos ejercitar la
virtud de la humildad—que para algunos puede parecer humillacion. Pero les digo: no tengan miedo de
pasar por la humillacion, porque a veces se convierte en el camino hacia la verdadera humildad.

Como dijo nuestro Papa anterior, sigamos el ejemplo de nuestra Santisima Madre y de nuestro Senor
Jesus, quien se humillo hasta la muerte en la cruz para redimirnos.

Por qué Maria Pisa la Cabeza de la Serpiente

Una de las imagenes mas poderosas en la tradicion catolica es la de la Santisima Virgen Maria pisando la
cabeza de la serpiente. Esta imagen no solo es simbolica, sino que esta profundamente arraigada en la
Escritura y en la ensefianza de la Iglesia. Refleja el papel unico de Maria en la historia de la salvacién
como la mujer elegida por Dios para traer al Salvador al mundo—y su continua victoria espiritual sobre
el mal.

La razon por la que Maria aplasta la serpiente es su humildad—la virtud opuesta a la soberbia de Satanas.
Por eso él no puede soportarla. Su sumision y obediencia a la voluntad de Dios son un ejemplo poderoso
para nosotros.

Asi como Eva desobedecio a Dios y trajo el pecado al mundo, Maria—la Nueva Eva—obedecid a Dios y dio a
luz al Redentor. Donde Eva dijo “no,” Maria dijo “si” (fiat). Su obediencia revirtio la maldicién de la
desobediencia, y a través de ella, Dios inici6 Su plan de salvacion.

Por su purezay total entrega a la voluntad de Dios, Maria se convirtio en la enemiga perfecta de Satanas.
No habia lugar para el mal en su corazon. Por eso Satanas la teme—porque es la humilde sierva a través
de quien Dios realizo su obra mas grande.

Después de contemplar el Evangelio de hoy, que el Sefior nos conceda la gracia de ser mas humildes y
estar listos para el servicio de los pobres. Que encienda en nuestros corazones el deseo de hacer una
opcidn preferencial por ellos. En ellos vemos el rostro de Jesus. En ellos reconocemos a aquellos de
quienes habla el Sermon de la Montana:

“Bienaventurados los pobres, porque de ellos es el Reino de los cielos.”

Sinceramente,
Padre Alejandro Reyes Rector

El Papa en la catequesis: La esperanza cristiana no es

evasion, sino decision

Este miércoles, 27 de agosto, en la Audiencia General, el Santo Padre al comentar la
escena que marca el inicio de la pasion de Jesus, es decir, el momento de su detencion
en el huerto de los Olivos, dijo que “Jesus nos ensefa que la esperanza cristiana no es
evasion, sino compromiso. Esta actitud es fruto de una oracion profunda, en la que se
pide a Dios la fuerza para perseverar y permanecer en el amor”.

“En esto consiste la verdadera esperanza: no en tratar de evitar el dolor, sino en creer que, incluso en el corazén de los
sufrimientos mads injustos, se esconde la semilla de una nueva vida”, este fue el centro de la reflexion del Papa Leon XIV
en la Audiencia General de este miércoles, 27 de agosto, continuando con su ciclo de catequesis dedicados a “Jesus
nuestra esperanza”, especificamente al meditar sobre la “Pascua de Jesus”.

Jesus manifiesta la luz del amor mas grande

Para esta catequesis, el Santo Padre tomd como inspiracion el pasaje biblico narrado en el Evangelio de san Juan (18, 4),
en la que el evangelista nos presenta la escena que marca el inicio de la pasidon de Jesus, es decir, el momento de su
detencidon en el huerto de los Olivos.

“El evangelista Juan, con su habitual profundidad, no nos presenta a un Jesus asustado, que huye o se esconde. Al
contrario, nos muestra a un hombre libre, que se adelanta y toma la palabra, afrontando con valentia la hora en la que
puede manifestarse la luz del amor mds grande”.

Libre para amar hasta el final

Y al comentar esta escena, el Pontifice sefial6 que, Jesus, sabiendo todo lo que le iba a suceder, se adelantd y les
preguntd: “;A quién buscan?” (Jn 18,4). Jesus lo sabe. Sin embargo, decide no retroceder. Se entrega. No por debilidad,
sino por amor.

“Un amor tan pleno, tan maduro, que no teme el rechazo. Jesus no es capturado: se deja capturar. No es victima de un
arresto, sino autor de un don. En este gesto se encarna una esperanza de salvacion para nuestra humanidad: saber que,
incluso en la hora mds oscura, se puede seguir siendo libre para amar hasta el final”.

La esperanza cristiana no es evasion, sino decision

Otro momento crucial de la reflexion del Papa es cuando Jesus responde «Soy yo». Para el Pontifice se trata de un pasaje
misterioso, ya que esta expresion, en la revelacion biblica, evoca el nombre mismo de Dios: «Yo soy». Asi, Jesus revela
que la presencia de Dios se manifiesta precisamente alli donde la humanidad experimenta la injusticia, el miedo y la
soledad. Alli, la luz verdadera esta dispuesta a brillar sin temor a ser abrumada por el avance de las tinieblas.

“En plena noche, cuando todo parece derrumbarse, Jestis muestra que la esperanza cristiana no es evasion, sino
decision. Esta actitud es fruto de una profunda oracion en la que no se pide a Dios que nos libre del sufrimiento, sino que
nos dé la fuerza para perseverar en el amor, conscientes de que la vida ofrecida libremente por amor nadie nos la puede
quitar”.

«Sime buscan a mi, dejen que estos se vayan» (Jn 18,8)

En el momento de su detencién, precisé el Papa Ledn XIV, Jesus no se preocupa por salvarse a si mismo: solo desea que
sus amigos puedan irse libres. Esto demuestra que su sacrificio es un verdadero acto de amor. Jesus se deja capturary
encarcelar solo para poder dejar en libertad a sus discipulos.

“Jesus vivio cada dia de su vida como preparacion para este momento dramatico y sublime. Por eso, cuando llega, tiene
la fuerza de no buscar una via de escape. Su corazon sabe bien que perder la vida por amor no es un fracaso, sino que
posee una misteriosa fecundidad. Como el grano de trigo que, al caer en tierra, no permanece solo, sino que muere y da
fruto”.

Solo una vida perdida por amor, al final, se reencuentra

Pero también Jesus se siente turbado ante un camino que parece conducir solo a la muerte y al fin, indicé el Pontifice,
pero estd igualmente convencido de que solo una vida perdida por amor, al final, se reencuentra.

“En esto consiste la verdadera esperanza: no en tratar de evitar el dolor, sino en creer que, incluso en el corazén de los
sufrimientos mas injustos, se esconde la semilla de una nueva vida”.

“2Y nosotros? Cuantas veces defendemos nuestra vida, nuestros proyectos, nuestras sequridades, sin darnos cuenta de
que, al hacerlo, nos quedamos solos. La légica del Evangelio es diferente: solo lo que se da florece, solo el amor que se
vuelve gratuito puede devolver la confianza incluso alli donde todo parece perdido”

Ser capaces de dar la vida por los demads

Y al comentar la imagen del joven que corre desnudo, cuando Jesus es arrestado, descrito en el Evangelio de san Marcos,
el Santo Padre indico que, es una imagen enigmatica, pero profundamente evocadora. También nosotros, en nuestro
intento de seguir a Jesus, vivimos momentos en los que nos vemos sorprendidos y quedamos despojados de nuestras
certezas. Sin embargo, serd precisamente un joven, al final del Evangelio — precisé — quien anunciard la resurreccion a
las mujeres, ya no desnudo, sino vestido con una tunica blanca.

“Esta es la esperanza de nuestra fe: nuestros pecados y nuestras vacilaciones no impiden que Dios nos perdone y nos
devuelva el deseo de retomar nuestro seguimiento, para hacernos capaces de dar la vida por los demas”.

Basta con elegir cada dia amar con libertad

Finalmente, el Papa Ledn XIV alent6 a los fieles y peregrinos a que, aprendamos también nosotros a entregarnos a la
buena voluntad del Padre, dejando que nuestra vida sea una respuesta al bien recibido. En la vida no es necesario tenerlo
todo bajo control. Basta con elegir cada dia amar con libertad.

“Esta es la verdadera esperanza: saber que, incluso en la oscuridad de la prueba, el amor de Dios nos sostiene y hace
madurar en nosotros el fruto de la vida eterna”.



Church in US in mourning following Minneapolis tragedy

The church in the United States expresses its grief and condolences
following Wednesday's tragedy in Minneapolis, where a young man opened
fire during Mass at Annunciation Catholic School. The attack resulted in
the deaths of two children and around seventeen injured before the shooter
took his own life.

Vatican News

Messages of condolence, solidarity and prayer have poured in to the community in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
in the United States where a young man opened fire on Wednesday during Mass before the start of classes
at Annunciation Catholic School. Two children died in the attack and seventeen others sustained injuries,
according to initial reports, while the shooter took his own life.

Cardinal de Mendonca offers heartfelt condolences

Upon hearing the terrible news, Cardinal José Tolentino de Mendonga, Prefect of the Dicastery for Culture
and Education, sent a telegram to Minneapolis Archbishop Bernard Hebda, expressing his “heartfelt
condolences" over the deaths of the two children during the celebration of Mass. The message assured the
community of "fervent prayers for the victims and their families" and "spiritual closeness to the entire
community affected." Cardinal de Mendonca noted how this heartbreaking incident shows the need for
Catholic education to renew its efforts in the face of today’s challenges "in order to continue building a
culture of fraternity, founded on a peace that is both unarmed and disarming.”

Cardinal Cupich prays for victims, urges action

In a statement issued on Wednesay 27 August, Cardinal Blase Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, said "we join
our prayers with others that those injured in body and spirit will heal and that the murdered children will
be received into heaven, we must also cry out for action to prevent even one more such tragedy." Noting
sadly that such shootings and violence have become commonplace, this incident "hits close to home" since
it occurred at a Catholic school and the gunman shot through the windows of a church where the children
and their teachers were at prayer to mark the start of the school year. He writes: "If any place should have
been safe, it should have been there. If any time should have been safe, it should have been then. Tragically,
we know no place or time when Americans — even children — are safe from the curse of gun violence."
Cardinal Cupich encouraged offering prayers for "those who hold the power to make the safety of our
people a national priority," and for "God to give them the courage to take the steps they know will alleviate if
not eliminate the fear parents must feel sending their children off to school...surely they must be moved by
these shootings. We pray that they will not see them as inevitable because then we will have certainly
surrendered our rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness."”

Cardinal Tobin prays for comfort to the grieving

Cardinal Joseph Tobin, Archbishop of Newark, urged the faithful to join him in prayer for all those affected
by the tragic shooting at Annunciation Catholic School, noting how "what should have been a joyful
beginning to a new academic year was instead shattered by senseless violence." In a a message posted
online, he said, "we hold close in prayer the children, families, teachers and parish community of
Annunciation" and that "no child should ever face fear in a place of learning and worship, and no parent
should endure the loss of a child to violence." In conclusion, we writes, "May Christ our Redeemer bring
comfort to the grieving and peace to all who mourn."

Cardinal Dolan, solidarity with the victims

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, in a social media post, exprssed profound sadness over
the attack, writing, "once again, we are shocked and horrified by the news of another senseless shooting,
this time all the more disturbing because it happened at a Catholic church and school, which should always
be sanctuaries of peace. We mourn the two innocent children whose lives were cut short by this dreadful
tragedy and hold in our intentions the seventeen wounded." He added, "we join in compassionate solidarity
with the countless families of the city of Minneapolis, Annunciation Catholic school, and beyond who have
been touched by an unthinkable grief caused by mindnumbing gun violence which has become all too
common. We pray for an end to all violence in our hearts, in our communities, and in our world."

What is happening

Office will be closed on Monday September
1%, 2025 do to Laber day weakend

La officina estara serada Lunes 1 del 2025

e weare organizing a 5K Run on Saturday,
September 27 at 8:00am

Estaremos organizando una carrera de 5
kildémetros el sabado 27 de septiembre a las
8:00am.

. Catechism classes will start
September 10, 2025

Las clases de catecismo empezaran el 10 de
septiembre de 2025.

CATHEDRAL

Baptism sign up IMMACULATE HEART < OF MARY
Registraciones de Bautizo

If you are a new parents or parent and plan to
have your baby baptized at Immaculate Heart of
Mary , we invite you.

Si usted es un nuevo padre o madre y planea
bautizar a su bebé en el Inmaculado Corazon de
Maria, lo invitamos.

Classes offered every third Saturday of the month.
Clases se ofrecen cada tercer sabado del mes.

September / septiembre, 20,2025
October / octubre 18, 2025

Spanish: 10:00-12:00p.m.
English: 10:00-12:00p.m.

Dias de los Bautizos (domingo)
7 de septiembre del 2025
5 de noviembre del 2025

Day’s of Baptism English (Sunday)
August 31, 2025
September28, 2025
November 26, 2025

Call the Office to Register for Classes and register
to baptized. For more information call the office
Llamen a la officina para registraser para las
clases, o para Bautizar. Para mas informacion llame
a la oficina

MASS 8 /
INTENTIONS (i

= |
-7, (

USRS
<
Vigil / vigilia Saturday / sibado August 30™

5:30p.m. Holy souls of purgatory

Sunday / domingo August 31%

7: 30a.m. fLorenzo & Lillie Marin (by Their Children)
tGonzalo Sr. & Maria Josefa Soto
(by Soto Family)
tRicky & Bobby Soto (by Soto family)

9:00a.m. 12" year anniversary of Ismael Alejandro Rey
(Sp) (por Family)
T Esperanza Dominguez Saucedo
(por Maribel Dominguez)
Almas del purgatorio

11:00a.m. tMartalina Meza (by Meza Family)
tViola Carbajal (by Cardon Family)
tDon Larkin (by daughters)

Monday / lunes September 1

8: 15a.m. tManuel & Beatriz Ramirez (by Children)

Tuesday / martes September 224
8:15a.m. fFidel Gutierrez (by Family)

6:00p.m. fJoachin A. Verdugo Salazar(by Mom & family)
(Sp) fValentin Moreno D.E.P (by Family Moreno)

Wednesday / miércoles September 3™

8:15a.m. ftHoly souls in the purgatory

Thursday / jueves September 4

8:15a.m. fHilario Jr. Arredondo (by Family)

Friday / viernes September 5

8:15a.m. jRicardo & Rick Nunez (by Nancy Cotto)

Saturday / sdbado September 6™

8:15a.m. Thanksgiving Fr. Alejandro
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Pray for the Members of Our Parish

Who AreIll
Mary y Tony Gallegos jennette & Jessie
Phyllis Larkin Margie y Carlos
Caesar Lopez Armendariz

Raymond Matlak

Lupe Mirabel
Deacon Ed Mis

Mr. & Mrs. Montoya
Msgr. Juan Moreno

Lucy & Nacho

Jackie Ontiveros

Virginia y Mike
Martha Rivera
Julieta Rojas
Rose Sedillo
Daniel Telles
Sally Torres
Ralph Trevizo
Silvia Briseno

Mr. & Mrs. Zapta
Ceylon Mendenall

Jamed Adaime

Jose Luis Moncada

Ignacio Romer

Josephine Chavez

Deoson
Luke Simmons
Beverly Zubia

Stella Armenta
Christina Arrieta
Mrs. Arvizu

Daniel J. Castillo
Alice & Carlos Castro
Alice Romero
Ortega Bill & Raquel Chubb
Joe Contreras
Narciso Dominguez
Rick & Gerry Duran
Ed Fragoso Mother
Maria

Harry A. Lujan

Alice Lujan

Elizah & Zurayah
Benavidez family
Stephana

Marvin Dubbin
Olivia Marshall
Pearl Whitcomb
Valito Sanchez
Pearl Whitcomb

quez
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Parish Ministries

ACTS Retretas-English & Spanish
Adults Confirmation
Altar servers
Alter Society
Baptism Catechists
Bereavement
Eucharistic Adoration Holy hour
Extraordinary Minister of the holy Hour
Extraordinary Minister of the holy Hour to
homebound
Fisher of men - Vocational formation
Financial committee
Knight of Columbus
Lectors
MDS Marriages Group
MEFC C
Mother Teresa of Calcutta
Mujeres a los pics de Jesus-Fe, Servicio y formacion
OCIA Core Team (catechists
Pastoral council
Pascuales
Religious Education:
o Ages7to 18 years of age
o 21012 grades
o Kinder to I* Grade - Family in faith
Rosary Makers
Sacristan
Sacred Heart Socicty
St. Joselito Youth Group
Talleres de Oraciony Vida
Talitha Kum - Overcoming addiction w/ Personal
support
o Ushers
 Wedding Sacristan/Server
If you wish to be involved in one of our ministries,
call our office (575) 524 8563

“FROM MOURNING TO JOY” Grief sessions
Begin on Saturday Sept 13th from 2:30 to 4pm
These God-centered Grief Sessions will be held at
Holy Cross parish at 1327 N Miranda.

Contact Marilyn Kerschen at 575-642-0281
or at mk351@hotmail.com to register

There is a $20 fee and you need to register to attend.
‘We enjoy snacks and fellowship as we ask God to help us to move on.

%@% Money Collection

1** Collection ...........E?$3,907.00
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St. Gregory the Great, pope and
Doctor of the Church

Gregory was born around 540 A.D. into worldly | =
prestige — his family belonged to the Roman
nobility and his father was prefect, or mayor,
of the city. He was also heir to a Christianity
profoundly lived, for his mother and aunt are
saints. The city into which he was born,
however, was suffering. In 542, the plague
wiped out a third of the Italian population.
Barbarian invasions followed. The tumult
notwithstanding, Gregory received an excellent
education. So talented an administrator was he that by
thirty, he had become prefect, governing the vast city.
Yet the highest civil office in Rome proved not enough
for this son and nephew of saints. “Go, sell all that you
have and give to the poor,” the Lord had said, and
Gregory heard that voice penetrating his own heart.
The prefect of Rome turned his family’s villa on the
Caelian hill into a monastery, left the office of prefect
and became a monk renowned for his love of poverty.
As he put it, he kept watch in the “silence of the heart.”
A missionary heart

The Pope who had a heart for the suffering had a heart
wide open to those who did not yet know God. Before
he was Pope, Gregory had once passed through the
marketplace and seen some fair-skinned, fair-haired
young slaves. Struck by their appearance, he asked
where they were from. “They are Angles,” he was told,
from Britain. “Not Angles but angels!” he exclaimed,
who should sing the praises of God. He did not forget
them. Convinced that their people had its place in the
multitude that stands before God’s throne, Gregory
sent forty monks from his own monastery, led by a
monk named Augustine (St Augustine of Canterbury,
also known as St Austin) to bring the light of the Gospel
to that far-away land.

Servant of the servants of God

Gregory’s heart for the suffering did not disappear
with the end of the famine. The Pope was known to
invite the poor regularly to his own table, sharing his
meals with them. The Church’s lands at the time
generated considerable revenue, and Gregory kept
meticulous track of it — so that he could give it all
away. For the spiritually poor, he preached, going from
church to church in the city (the “station churches”
still observed during Lent). He revised the Order of
Mass and encouraged sacred music. Tirelessly, he
admonished priests and bishops to give their very
selves to their people. The bishop, like the priest, was
in his eyes a servant, and he was a servant humbler
still. The “servant of the servants of God,” he called
himself - a title and a measure that remained for every
Pope after him.

When he died in the year 604, the people made known
what they thought of their “servant”: this Pope was not
Gregory, but “Gregory the Great,” proclaimed a saint by
popular acclaim.
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s. Gregorio Magno, papay doctor
de lalglesia

Hubiera querido ser monje, pero
contrariamente a su deseo, fue elegido
Papa. Se demostré entonces un hombre de
accion practico y emprendedor. Dio inicio a
una profunda reforma de la Iglesia y nos
dejo numerosos escritos. La grandeza de su
obra le valio el apelativo de “Magno”.

R Gregorio nacié en Roma en torno al afio 540
en el seno de una rica familia patricia romana, la gens
Anicia, de fe cristiana y conocida por los servicios
prestados a la Sede Apostolica. Sus padres, Gordiano y
Silvia (a quien la Iglesia venera como santa el 3 de
noviembre) le transmitieron los valores evangélicos
con el ejemplo.

Después de cursar estudios de Derecho, Gregorio
emprendio la carrera politica y ocupo el cargo de
Prefecto en Roma. Esta experiencia le ayudo a
conocer los problemas reales de la ciudad y a
desarrollar un profundo sentido del ordeny la
disciplina.

Pocos afios después decidio retirarse, atraido por la
vida mondstica. Dond sus bienes a los pobresy
convirtio la casa paterna, situada en el Celio, en un
monasterio dedicado a san Andrés. Alli, en el
recogimiento, se entrego a la oracion y al estudio de la
Sagrada Escritura y de los Padres de la Iglesia.

Servus servorum Dei

Gregorio reformo la Misa y la hizo mas simple;
promovio también el canto liturgico, que tomo de él el
nombre de “canto gregoriano”. Su epistolario cuenta
con mas de 800 cartas. Se conservan también
numerosas homilias suyas. Entre sus obras, destacan
Moralia in Iob (Comentario moral al libro de Job), en
el que afirma que el ideal moral consiste en la
integracion armoniosa entre palabra y accion,
pensamiento y esfuerzo, oracion y dedicacion a los
propios deberes; y la Regla pastoral, en la que traza la
figura del obispo ideal, insiste en el deber del pastor
de reconocer diariamente su propia miseria, y
profundiza en la virtud de la humildad.

Para demostrar que la santidad es siempre posible,
Gregorio escribe los Dialogos, una hagiografia en la
que narra el ejemplo que dieron hombres y mujeres,
tanto canonizados como no, acompafandolo con
reflexiones teoldgicas y misticas. Es especialmente
conocido el libro II, dedicado a san Benito de Nursia.
Se puede decir que Gregorio fue el primer Papa que
utilizé el poder temporal de la Iglesia, sin olvidar por
ello el aspecto espiritual de su tarea. Se mantuvo
siempre simple y humilde, tanto que en sus cartas
oficiales se definia “Servus servorum dei”, siervo de
los siervos de Dios, apelativo conservado por sus
sucesores.

Muri6 el 12 de marzo del afio 604, y fue sepultado en la
Basilica de San Pedro.



